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ASNTQ&A | SCOPE

NAVY SHIPBUILDERS NDT LEVEL III SPECIFIC EXAM 
This month’s Q&A focuses on the Navy Shipbuilders NDT Level III Specific Exam, 
now administered by ASNT. This article is adapted from a recent episode of Chat 
NDT with ASNT featuring Gary Zimak, Director of Quality Supply at Newport News 
Shipbuilding, and Brian Frye, ISQ Program Manager at ASNT. For more details on 
these and more topics, listen to the full episode at asnt.org > Publications > Podcast. 

Q:	What is NAVSEA? 

A:	 NAVSEA stands for the Naval 
Sea Systems Command, an 
organization that is an arm of 
the United States Navy. NAVSEA 
engineers, builds, buys, and 
maintains ships, submarines, and 
combat systems. It provides the 
requirements for shipbuilders to 
follow, which includes an NDT 
program. 

Q:	What is the Navy Shipbuilders NDT 
Level III Specific Exam? 

A:	 This is a Newport News 
Shipbuilding and General 
Dynamics Electric Boat project, 
working together with NAVSEA 
and the US Navy. These 
organizations have been looking 
for ways to improve how the 
shipbuilder suppliers administer 
the examiner-specific examination 
to NDT Level IIIs. Currently, all 
examiner personnel are required 
to pass an examiner-specific 
examination in accordance with 
NAVSEA Technical Publication 
T9074-AS-GIB-010/271, also 
referred to as NAVSEA 271. This is 
a technical publication generated 
by the Navy that shipbuilders 
follow to manage their NDT 
programs. 

	 After evaluating the benefits of 
using a third party, such as ASNT, 
the group implemented a detailed 
strategy working with ASNT 
to develop and administer the 
Specific Exams. These exams will 
be administered through ASNT 
using Pearson VUE. 

Q:	What are the benefits of the new 
Navy Shipbuilders NDT Level III 
Specific Exam to the industry? 

A:	 Previously, NAVSEA 271 required 
that the Specific Exams be 
administered by the employer. 
Just like any other program or 
any other process, there’s always 
some inherent variability in 
the quality of the exams when 
they’re administered by every 
organization throughout the supply 
base. Working with ASNT ensures 
that the exams achieve the highest 
standards in accordance with 
the Navy as well as ASNT. This 
adds consistency and rigor to the 
examination process and provides 
a centralized database that can be 
searched to find certified Level IIIs. 
It will also eliminate the need for 
suppliers to administer their own 
Specific Exam. 

Q:	What are the benefits of the new 
Navy Shipbuilders NDT Level III 
Specific Exam to individuals 
working in this industry? 

A:	 With this new exam, inspectors 
will no longer have to continually 
take multiple Specific Exams for 
each company they work for. If 
they have ASNT certification along 
with this new Specific Exam, one 
Specific Exam will cover all the 
work. 

Q:	Who can take the Navy 
Shipbuilders NDT Level III Specific 
Exam? 

A:	 Anyone who performs work 
in accordance with Newport 
News Shipbuilding or General 
Dynamics Electric Boat where a 
contract invokes NAVSEA 271 
can take this exam. That is, if you 
are a supplier of either Newport 
News Shipbuilding or Electric 
Boat and you are performing 
work in accordance with those 
requirements, you will be able 
to take that exam. However, if 
you’re an individual who does 
not currently have a contract 
either through one of Newport 
News Shipbuilding’s or General 
Dynamics Electric Boat’s primes or 
sub tiers, we will not allow you to 
take the exam at this time. 

	 The individuals who will be 
taking this exam have either 
been previously certified through 
the company they work for—
so that company would have 
previously administered their 
Specific Exam—or they could be a 
brand-new Level III just starting for 
a company, and this might be the 
first time they’re taking this exam.  

Q:	Will there be training material 
available to prepare for this NDT 
Level III Specific Exam? 

A:	 Electric Boat and Newport News 
Shipbuilding are working together 
to develop training material 
that will be available to the NDT 
Level III Examiner candidates prior 
to taking the exam. 

For more information, visit ASNT 
Certification Services LLC’s website  
at asntcertification.org or email  
certification@asnt.org.  

	 J U L Y  2 0 2 3  • M A T E R I A L S  E V A L U A T I O N	 97

2307 ME July dup.indd   972307 ME July dup.indd   97 6/19/23   3:41 PM6/19/23   3:41 PM

ASNT grants non-exclusive, non-transferable license of this material to  .
All rights reserved. © ASNT 2024. To report unauthorized use, contact: customersupport@asnt.org



SERVICES&RESOURCES

Learn more: asntcertification.org.

Accelerate your NDT Career

Get ASNT Certified

Rent with Us
• Daily, weekly, and monthly rentals

• Rental credit to purchase new 

equipment

• Rent-to-own new equipment

rentals@evidentscientific.com 
or call 24/7: 1-281-922-9300

olympus-ims.com/rentals

Rentals only available in the USA

XRF/PMI analyzers / UT thickness gauges

Videoscopes / UT, PA, and ECT flaw detectors

+LJK�3UHFLVLRQ�6\VWHPV

•  Conventional UT & Phased Array Systems

• Automated Eddy Current Systems

• Aumomated Portable X-Y Scanners

• Contour-following & 3D Software

www.tecscan.ca������ (1)450.233.4973       info@tecscan.ca

Automated NDT SCANNERS
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TFM ADVANCED DETECTORTFM ADVANCED DETECTORTFM ADVANCED DETECTOR

DSC 27 GUIDE RAIL SCANNERDSC 27 GUIDE RAIL SCANNER

64/128

cndoppler@cndoppler.com

ViMarViMar  NDTNDT 

Brian Weaver    ASNT Level-3 
Mechanicsburg, PA      717-856-8249 

brian@vimarndt.com 

-Ultrasonic and Eddy Current 

-Level-1 & Level-2 / Full Course or Limited 

-Document Preparation / NDT Auditing 

-Contracted Level-3 Oversight 

-Procedure Developments 

Nondestructive Training 
Level-3 Services  

Vimarndt.com 

“We bring the NDT training to you” 
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| SERVICES&RESOURCES

ADVANCED & TRADITIONAL 

NON-DESTRUCTIVE TESTING 

INSPECTION SERVICES

Damage Identification 
and Interpretation

Non-Intrusive 
Inspection (NII)

Innovative Inspection 
Technologies

Advanced NDT 
Services

+1.833.MISTRAS mistrasgroup.com

Field Inspections

Access

Maintenance Services

Data Services

Engineering Consulting

Equipment

Lab QA/QC Services

Special Emphasis

NDT PRODUCTS & SYSTEMS

Leading Acoustic Emission & Ultrasonic 
Testing Solutions since 1978

Inspection & Monitoring Equipment for 
bridges, pipelines, vessels, turbines, & more

+1.833.MISTRAS mistrasgroup.com

Online 
MonitoringInstruments AE Boards

& Systems Software
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.siui.com
siui@siui.com

128-element TFM  

64:128PR PAUT + 4-ch TOFD

Oil & Gas Sector 

Shear Wave Kit 

Oil & Gas Sector 

UT Thickness Kit

SAE QPL AMS 2644 approved manufacturer, quality 

laboratory and supplier of liquid penetrant inspection 

materials.

• Fluorescent Penetrant Inspection • Visible Penetrant Inspection • Magnetic Penetrant Inspection

• Cleaners & Removers • Aerosol Products • Inspection Kits

• Pen-Chek Inspection Materials Testing

216-441-4900 www.Met-L-Chek.com Info@Met-L-Chek.com
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| SERVICES&RESOURCES

1-877-816-9081 | AmericanEfficiency.com

SAFELY PROVIDING 

SERVICES & PRODUCTS  

TO OPTIMIZE 

OPERATIONAL

EFFICIENCY

Serving the Power 
Generation, Process, 
& Industrial Markets

Northborough, MA 01532 | 508-393-0155

www.matec.com | sales@matec.com

Ultrasonic Inspection Systems For

Your High-Performance Materials

Complete ultrasonic system integration

Multi-axis immersion tanks and gantries

C-Scan and full waveform compatible

New construction and system upgrades

Conventional and phased array inspection

New!  EddyView® II 
Advanced Eddy Current Flaw Detector

www.uniwest.com/eddyview2

Conventional Probes

Array Probes

Digital Conductivity

Rotating Scanners

Multi-frequency
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NDT TRAINING, EXAMINATIONS

& CONSULTANCY

World-Leading HTHA Courses

 � Total Focusing Method course

 � MT, PT, ACFM, Eddy Current 

Testing

 � Manual UT of Welds in Plate and 

Pipe, Nozzles, TKY Node Joints

 � TOFD, PAUT and HTHA

 � Consultancy Services

Houston Training Center 

University Business Park, 

15200, Middlebrook Dr, Suite G

Houston, Tx 77058

T: 281.984.7023
E: james@lavender-ndt.com

www.lavender-ndt.com

Technologies
Consulting

International, Inc.
(TCI)

www.tcindt.com
e: hmsadek@tciintl.comHussein M. Sadek

President

• Consulting Services (Level I, II, & III)
• Training and Inspection Services for
   ET, RFT, ACFM, MFL, UT, VT, MT and PT
• NDT Program Development 

TCI, Inc.
2020 Independence Commerce Drive

Suite E & F
Matthews, NC 28105

Ph: (704) 321-7272   Fax: (704) 321-3052

Quality NDE Limited 
Manufacturing, Distribution & Rentals

• Liquid Penetrant Lines & Stations.

• Portable X-Ray Gantry Systems.

• Cross Laser Pointers.

• Chemical Film Tanks, & Reservoirs.

• Other custom equipment.

• X-Ray Systems.

• Flaw Detectors and more.

    Rentals:

Manufacturing:

www.qnde.ca
info@qnde.ca
1-800-361-3630

State-of-the-art Probe Factory              

World-Class Manufacturing

PAUT | TOFD | UT Probes

DISTRI
BUTORS

WANTED

Eintik Technologies

eintik.com

ASNT Annual Conference - USA - 2023 - Booth #414
ECNDT - Europe - 2023 - Booth #20

PHASEYE
FMC / TFM 64:128 PR 3D System

®
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| SNAPSHOTS

We want to see how you are creating 
a safer world! To submit a photo for 
consideration, please email a high-resolution 
photo (min. 300 dpi) along with a 100 to 
150 word description to MEeditor@asnt.org.

INSPECTOR CAT
Recently, artificial intelligence (AI) tools have been developed to produce digital images from text-
based descriptions. These tools use generative AI models that learn to represent complex objects 
and scenes by training on a large dataset of image-text pairs, and leverage diffusion-based 
models to merge the components. For this technical focus issue on AI/machine learning, 
Microsoft Bing Image Creator (powered by DALL-E) was used to explore the potential of gener-
ating images related to nondestructive testing. The cover art of this issue was generated using the 
prompt: “ultrasonic inspection of automotive welds, high resolution with dramatic backlighting.” 
By just adding “cat” in front of “inspector performing phased array inspection of an aircraft struc-
ture, in high resolution,” a seemingly realistic image of a cat inspecting an aircraft was created. 
While detailed (and humorous) images such as these can be generated in seconds, users should 
be aware of potential quality issues (like handling text in images) and inherent biases (from the 
large datasets used for training) when using these tools.

SUBMITTED BY JOHN ALDRIN, COMPUTATIONAL TOOLS, GURNEE, IL
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